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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY -

20 Anril 1949

INTLLLIGENCE !IORANDUM NO, 143

SURJEQT: Foreipn Activities in the Field of Biologicrl Varfare (Btf)*

The attached revmort is in fulfiliment of a request to vnrenm'e
a study of activities in'| |
the USSR with. resvect to: . L '

i i -"‘"‘

8., the history of B organization, nlannine and research
slnce the beginning of World var I

b. the national nolicy governing resesreh on, and emmloy=
ment of biologiezl weavons,

¢. the curreant status of the BV orograms.

d. each country’s military evaluation of this weanon fron
the standnoint of strategle impmortance and strategle
emoloyment

; *NOTE: Bince October 1943 the Biulogicel Warfare Intellizence Committee
i of the Oentral Intelligence Agency, commosed of remresentatives of the

! OlA, the Department of the Army, the Devartment of the Alr Force and the
_Dmartment of the Navy has held frequent meetines to discuss develonments
in Biologicel Warfare intelligence. This smecinl renort 1s a nroduct of
their joint varticination, with added assistsnce from members of tha
Hasearch and Develowment Board.
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1, i 1D _CONCLUSIONS

" No country in the world is now Xnown to de nrené.red to use Biolosleal
\?érfare ovenly, No country will admit intentlon to use BY ag a wesnon®
of offense, excent in retaliation, Any country willing to sanetion gub=
versive, 'undzrcover use of By oan emloy it at any time without fear of
initiel hindresnce., Althouzh untried, BY is regrrded in all informed
circles as a notentiall& nowerful weanon.

Biologzical Warfare was recognized ‘as a notential method of warfare

during World War I, but no kmown orgenized efforts were: made by any:

nation . to develo'a 1t untﬂ after 1t use had been mterd:lcted by, mter-w

natiaonal agreamer;t The Iaex-'-"ue of Nations document of 1925 was ratified. o .

by A2 countries but not by the United States or Jaman.
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TOP SECH

Vi1, USSR
A, Qroenlzakion
Linmited information gources indicates that

the Bussians bepan conducting BW research some tine in the midrllé 1930%a,
The Germans were c-nvineed that the USSR had BY installations on Gradomlya

1.2

2oz st



_Top _SuerRT
Islend in lzke Seliger, Vozrozhdeniya Island in Lake Aral, and at

Schlusselberg, The Janenese mentioned Vlimdivostock and Khebarovele,

None of these locatiqns has yet been wroved to have B instrllations.

Regent renorts from & indicate that

the Red Army han at least one Bil research groun located a2t Kuibyshevw
under the direction of Col, N. N, Ginsburg. It is belleved thet the Firet
Chief mfectorate of the USSR uader Beriya, may be agsisting the Red Army
in nrocuring summlies for B'vadievelonment. |

B,

m: ".".l'hex‘-e is_i'ng_ gie;t‘inite knowledge of the lciﬁde of research end
develonment nov he}n&:q}ﬁ.c},e;tazceg by the USSR} 4t is certein only that yes '
search on BY is in mrogress. Russian soientiéts have ublished nurely
sclentific revorts on'evezypathegenic miercorgenism and toxin thaf could
“possibly be used as a BY arent; therefore, B/ research of any kind may |
conceivably dbe in :nrogreaé. Soviet interrogsations of German and Javanese
sclentists demonstrated the Fussian interest in niague, anthrax, and the
intestinal disenzes. The most reliadble indication of current---Sg‘viet' interest
is derived from a renort of Soviet exneriments on the disinfection of wells,
Some of these wells had been deliderately contaminated by an agent causing a
violent and fatrl intestinal disease. A recent unconfirmed renort states that
the Soviets have bombs for disseminntion of ‘biological szents. It 1s too
gsoon, however, to essert thet the Soviets are ready to use BU as a nilitary
weanon, |

Defennas FPractically nothing is known sbout Soviet resenrch snd
develonment on defense asainst BW, 0F course all usuel medicai research on

infectious disesses and on -mblic health facilities for controlling them may
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be ‘azmumd to Bl defense.

There is only & rumor of the. existence of military training for B'.':;,
o ~lons foxf ¢ivilion tfainﬁmz are vet lmnown.

6. Nakiongl loldoy

Hothing 4is known regerding molisicel or militory woliey with resmect

to nge of B,
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